Otolaryngologic manifestations of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
Otolaryngological manifestations were examined in a series of 250 patients diagnosed as having ALS between 1976 and 1986. Surgical intervention was only required in 10 cases due to excessive drooling and aspiration. Five patients had submandibular gland excisions with only limited improvement in respect to drooling. One case having a unilateral tympanic neurectomy had significantly better drooling control. Cricopharyngeal myotomy is helpful when dysphagia is predominantly due to cricopharyngeal spasm. In our series, tympanic neurectomy and chorda tympanectomy provide the better control of drooling for these patients and has the added advantage of being performed under local anesthesia.